
Summer 2019 

Dear Lower and Middle School families, 

 

About a year ago, my summer plans involved a three-week trip to Stockholm to visit my wife’s cousin. We 

came so close to booking this trip that I hovered a cursor over “Confirm Purchase” to buy the airline 

tickets. As it turns out, we postponed the trip to next summer. As disappointed as we were, we realized the 

benefits of having an open summer which meant spending time with our adult children, reading (for both 

of us), fishing and boating (for me), and day trips into Boston mostly to eat everything from Korean food 

to soup dumplings. Between reading Jesmyn Ward’s Salvage the Bones and paddling my new kayak in 

some beautiful water, I realized that change can be beneficial. 

 

The found time this summer also gave me an opportunity to get into my shop to finish building a desk and 

start working on a table for my new office. While my office is being framed out in the first floor of Hope 

Building, my new job started months ago. One of the most exciting parts of my new work has been 

mentoring Felicia Vinces, the new Director of Lower School, and Vanessa O’Driscoll, the new Director of 

Middle School. Both experienced teachers and administrators, Felicia and Vanessa bring a fresh set of 

eyes, a child-centeredness, and dynamism to their work. My goal in working with them and the N-8 

faculty/staff is to tap into this energy and dynamism while maintaining administrative consistency and 

preserving institutional memory. In other words we will strive to create an even better experience for your 

children whether they are just learning the wonders of language to playing with independent ideas in a 

critical essay on a short story. And, while new leadership always brings fresh ideas, some things will 

remain the same: your children will be known and cared for; they will also experience the kind of joy I felt 

this summer reading great books, being with people I love, and slurping (carefully) a steaming hot soup 

dumpling. 

 

Please feel free to stop by my office on the first floor of Hope, next to reception, or to contact me by email - 

youngun@wheelerschool.org - or phone, 401-421-8100, ext. 125. You can also follow me on Twitter, 

@YoungUnWheeler where I will make the transition from a Middle School focus to an N-8 one. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Young Un 

Head of Strategic Innovation and N-8 Divisions 
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